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Attributes of an action space

* relative free of danger, safety (Gefahrlosigkeit)
* accessible for children (Zuganglichkeit)
e utility value for children (Gestaltbarkeit)

 chances for interaction with other children
(Interaktionschancen)



,Staged childhood” — outdoor and indoor

Conventional playground: epensive Happy children and happy
but ruther boring parents

Hans-Georg Rauch: ZEITZEICHEN
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Basic idea of the ,,Freiburg Children
Studies (FCS)“
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Multimethod approach

* Surveys on all parents of children 5 to 9 years

e Structured diaries for 3 working days
concerning selected activities of children

e Observations to gather information about the
attributes of the home surroundings

* Walking with children through the
environment of their home



Degree of urbanization and average quality of
action space
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Determinants for autonomous / heteronomous

,Autonomous childhood” childhood
* Long outside without v
supervision gender child

* Seldom supervised by parents
e Seldom cared in a care facility
e Often participating in inspiring 20

courses (sport, music...)

resources of

family \
43
\ quality of

action space

31

dispositions of parents
learn-/safety orientation)

Ranking of total effects

(direct+indirect)

1. Quality of action space
(0.604)

2. Age (0.560)

tendency to
autonomous childhood

outside without participating outside under organized
3. Ressources (0.429) supervision nspiring course supervision care
4. Dispositions (-0.234) é i @%
!
Explained variance: 86% GFl=,982

Scale free least squares
N=1650 children (only cases with valid values and when
observations on the environment have been conducted)
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autonomous childhood (average scale
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Age and "autonomous childhood"

S5years 6years 7years 8years 9years

age of children

Determinants for autonomous / heteronomous
childhood

Ranking of total effects

(direct+indirect)

1. Quality of action
space (0.604)

2. Age (0.560)

Ressources (0.429)

4. Dispositions (-0.234)

gender

w

20

resources of

family \ ?
43
\ quality of

action space

-,31

dispositions of parents
(learn-/safety orientation)

Tendency to
autonomous
childhood
outside without participating outside under organized
supervision nspiring course supervision care
GFI1=,982

Scale free least squares
N=1650 children (only cases with valid values and when
observations on the environment have been conducted)
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"autonomous childhood" (average

Determinants for autonomous / heteronomous

scale value)

Scale free least squares
N=1650 children (only cases with valid values and when
observations on the environment have been conducted)
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childhood
Ranking of total effects
(direct+indirect)
age of 1. Quality of action
gender child space (0.604)
2. Age (0.560)
3. Ressources (0.429)
4. Dispositions (-0.234)
Quality of action space and "autonomous
childhood"
140 resources of
family
120
100 . .
80 -,31 Quality of action
space
60
40 . .
dispositions of parents
20 learn-/safety orientation)
0
very poor average good very é
poor good
quality of action space (scale) e
autonomous
childhood
outside without participating outside under organized
supervision nspiring course supervision care
GF1=,982



autonomous childhood (average scale

Determinants for autonomous / heteronomous
childhood

Ranking of total effects
(direct+indirect)
1. Quality of action

age of
gender child space (0.604)
2. Age (0.560)
3. Ressources (0.429)
Dispositions (-0.234)
Family resources and "autonomous
childhood" (scale)
120 Resources of family
100
80 Quality of action
space
§ 60
T 40 dispositions of parents
(learn-/safety orientation)
20 é
0

very good

good

very poor poor  average

Tendency to
resources of family autonomous
childhood
outside without participating outside under organized
supervision nspiring course supervision care
GF1=,982

Scale free least squares
N=1650 children (only cases with valid values and when
observations on the environment have been conducted)
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Items of the ,,Freiburger Soziotopen Test (FST)“

Type of domicile

own property
rent

ground floor
1.Story

2. Story
higher

one family
more families

Area near the home (50m zone)

Garden or backyard usable
Garden/backyard
No garden/backyard

Front garden usable
Front garden not usable
No front garden

Place in front of the building
No place

Distance entrance — street
30m and more

5to30m

Less than 5 m

200 m zone 500 m zone
Play street No busy streets
30 km/h Busy streets

More than 30 km/h
Pure residential area
Not on a street Mixed area
Width of street lesser than 6 Meter Industrial area
6 Meter and more
Natural areas (park, water)
Low noise No natural areas
Medium noise
High noise Large playground/ soccer place
No Large playground/ soccer place
3 and lesser parking motor cars

4to9
10 and more -
';jse ! wIsles” which normally cannot
no
reached by own means Jlnsel”;
T Sportverein
Areain a 500 P T erehrsreiche
: Stralen,.
m radius S -
Spielplatz, JInsel”:
Verkehr, Lim, Bolzplatz, ; \ Schul-
X _parkEnde FaErz’ehge\_\ natumahe freunds =5
Arealna 200 " StraRe, Grinflache, “Flachen, —
m radius / Spielplatz, Skatipg-Platz
=< ifentiicher Platz,_
4 IJ/ ff ™ 4 \\
/ £ Garteh, Hof, \
Area nea»rr / f Platz viy .‘
the domicile A
(50 m radius) Biirgersteig, J
Mauerchen /
Hauséingang ~ / i
§ / Judo-Kurs
domicile

Spaces which a child can autonomously reach
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Profiles for city districts
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Childfriendliness ,,beyond playgrounds“ —a public
place in Freiburg (Augustinerplatz with,,Bachle®)




Reduction of danger

By a transition zone
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Increase of the utility value of playgrounds by a transformation
of a conventional playground in a ,narrative place” (R. Sennett)

Children and parents transforminga A transformed playground in
conventional playground Freiburg (Mundenhof)




Basic idea of the ,,Freiburg Children
Studies (FCS)“ — empirical evidence
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Basic idea of the ,,Freiburg Children
Studies (FCS)“ — open questions
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Interdisciplinary research:
Sociology, medicine,
psychology, sport...




Basic idea of the ,,Freiburg Children
Studies (FCS)“ — open questions
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Kontakt

e Email: baldo.blinkert@soziologie.uni-freiburg.de

 Homepage: http://www.soziologie.uni-
freiburg.de/personen/blinkert
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